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OBJECTIVE

Evaluate the equipment required for fabrication of breeder reactor pellet fuels from an alter-
nate conversion source.

SCOPE

Adapt equipment used to fabricate fuel pellets from mixed oxide powder to make fuel from
gel-spheres produced by the internal gelation method.

Adapt as necessary automated analytical chemistry techniques, waste/scrap processes,
and handling systems to accommodate gel/sphere processing.

RECENT TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS

The first sample of gel-spheres was received and is being evaluated and analyzed.
Press feeding system was designed and fabricated.

EXPECTED NEAR-TERM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Transporting and feeding tests will be conducted with spheres.
Press feed system will be demonstrated.
Cost comparison data will be established.NEERING
